Effect of age on thermal inactivation of glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase in liver and kidney of the male garden lizard.
A comparison between middle-aged and old lizards revealed no significant age change in glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase activity of liver and kidney. Thermal inactivation at 51 +/- 1 degree C induced a significantly higher degree of decline in enzyme activity of tissues of old than that of middle-aged lizards. The increase in thermolability of enzyme in liver and kidney of ageing lizards suggests an accumulation of altered enzyme molecules.